90% of Brits don’t believe driverless cars are the future 
Only 20% of Brits would be happy to own a driverless car
XX September 2015, London.  Despite Google’s plans to have driverless cars in the market by 2018, a study commissioned by Plan Insurance Brokers reveals that 90% of Brits disagree.  In fact, only 20% would be happy to own a driverless car in the future.
Why are people fearful of driverless cars?
· Nearly half of Brits (49%) are worried about accidents 

· 6 in 10 are concerned about the lack of control
· A third (34.90%) are fearful of cyber-attacks i.e. someone taking over the vehicle

But what about driverless taxis? 

Uber CEO, Travis Kalanick, has indicated in a tweet that he expects Uber’s fleet to be driverless by 2030.  Again, Brits disagree.
· Only 10% of people believe that black cabs will be driverless in the next five years
· In fact, 68% think that black cabs will never be driverless
· 80% of women don’t think that black cabs will be driverless (in the next five years), compared to three quarters of men

· A tiny proportion of Brits (16.9%) would be happy to take an autonomous taxi in the future
“There is no doubt we have the technological capability to make driverless cars a reality.  However, our research clearly proves Brits aren’t convinced.  There are undoubtedly a number of complex technical and ethical issues to tackle, but perhaps the biggest challenge of all, is humans. ” Ryan Georgiades, Managing Director, Plan Insurance Brokers.
Driverless vehicles are expected to revolutionise personal transport and cut carbon emissions by more than 90 per cent*.  In addition, by removing human error, the number of accidents could be cut dramatically.  However, there is yet to be a clear plan to address how driverless cars will be introduced to our roads and more importantly, how the human element is tackled. 

This study was conducted by Censuswide on behalf of Plan Insurance Brokers in September 2015, sampling 1000 UK adults (including 100 SME owners).

* Study conducted at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory in California
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